[Amyloidosis as cause of severe abdominal symptoms in a young Somali immigrant?].
Extensive deposition of amyloid was detected in the digestive tract of a Somali woman aged 20 yr with abdominal pain, diarrhoea and cachexia. Immunohistochemical characterisation showed that the amyloid protein involved was of the AA type. Elevated levels were also found for serum amyloid A (SAA), an acute-phase protein which is the precursor of AA amyloid. The underlying inflammatory disease was peritoneal tuberculosis. The normalisation of the SAA levels and the recovery of the small intestine during tuberculostatic therapy showed that the tuberculosis was the cause of the enteropathy. This case report highlights the importance of early detection and effective treatment of the underlying inflammatory disease in case of AA amyloidosis.